
communities throughout the
region. These grants are made
possible by the generosity of
private donors, to whom we are
deeply grateful. Our generous
supporters can be found on the
back of this report. In addition to
private capital, The Thread,
working with local communities,
has attracted substantial public
funding to support land
acquisition and trail
development. 

Progress on the ground is also
made possible through the
generous donation of land.  As an
example, in April, the
Carstarphen family donated 95
acres of land in McAdenville,
North Carolina with 3 miles of
frontage on the South Fork
Catawba River. Known as the
Pharr Yarns Preserve, the site is
now home to the first volunteer-
constructed trail segment in The
Thread, which was dedicated in
early October.

We invite you to
read through a
number of trail
highlights from
2010 on the
following pages.
These highlights
are a preview of
what you now have
the opportunity
to experience
when exploring
The Thread.
Communities
have reported
overwhelming
interest in these
new trails, like the
Riverwalk Trail
in Rock Hill,
South Carolina,
which reported
more than 4,000
visitors weekly
in its first
month open.

The year ahead will be an exciting
time for opening even more
trails, involving a greater number
of volunteer trail builders,
sharing our photos and stories
from The Thread online and
moving the project forward in
communities across the region.
The momentum is great, but there
is much to do and we need your
support.  Please feel free to
contact The Thread team with
your thoughts, questions, and
interests. 

Most importantly, as the days 
get longer, brighter and warmer,
we invite you to come out and
experience The Thread. We hope
to see you on the trail soon!

Sincerely,

Philip Blumenthal
Chair, Carolina Thread Trail
Governing Board

T H E C A R O L I N A T H R E A D T R A I L’ S
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Dear friends,

I am excited and honored to be
serving as chair of the Carolina
Thread Trail Governing Board.
Having been involved with the
project since inception, how

rewarding it has been to see The
Thread move from an idea to a
developing system of trails. That
successful evolution is thanks to
the leadership provided by my
predecessor, Ruth Shaw. I know I
speak for everyone involved with
this project in expressing
gratitude for Ruth's vision,
energy, leadership and ongoing
commitment to The Thread.

I am thrilled to provide this
report to our communities,
neighbors and friends about the
terrific progress The Thread has
made over the past year. With the
addition of Catawba, Cleveland,
Mecklenburg and Stanly

Counties, the project
now encompasses nine
counties that have
officially adopted
countywide Carolina
Thread Trail master
plans, for a total of
1,000 planned trail
miles.

A major focus for The
Thread in 2010 was
turning planned miles
into actual trails where
people can walk, bike,
hike and connect with
nature. At the close of
the year, we had a total
of 67 miles of trail
open for residents and
visitors in our region.
In September and
October, eight
communities
throughout the area
held sign unveiling
celebrations to
officially “Mark The
Thread.” 

As part of our effort to
support communities
in planning and
building trails, The
Thread has now
awarded $1,568,000 in
catalytic grants to

Philip Blumenthal

Operating Expenses and Fund Balances

Actual Budget

2010 2011

Program Expenses (CLC) $637,363 $770,079

Total - Contracted Services $14,330 $75,000

Total Operating Expenses $651,693 $845,079

Fund Balance 12/31/10

Cash $4,653,158

Outstanding Pledges $5,593,193

Total Cash & Pledges $10,246,351

Endowment Fund $2,128,236

Total Assets $12,374,587

Community Grants

Grant Recipient Amount

Planning Grants

Iredell County $60,000 
Union County $60,000 
Catawba County $60,000 
Lancaster County $60,000 

Implementation Grants

City of Kannapolis - Irish Buffalo Creek $30,000
Chester County - Lowrys McConnells $100,000
Kings Mountain Gateway Trail $150,000
City of Kings Mountain - Potts Creek $16,600
City of Shelby - First Broad River $15,000
Nation Ford Greenway - Coulston/

Regent Park $40,000
Town of Cramerton - Goat Island $31,000
City of Belmont - Rail Trail $30,000
Bessemer City - Bessemer City Park $10,000
City of Lincolnton - Walkers Branch $9,200
Mecklenburg County - Toby Creek $100,000
Catawba Lands Conservancy - Long Creek $19,500
Catawba Lands Conservancy - Newcombe 

Preserve $12,495

Total grants awarded in 2010 $803,795 
Cumulative grants awarded $1,568,002 

Private Cash & Land Donations

Committed Public Capital Funding*

$40,000,000

$35,000,000

$30,000,000

$25,000,000

$20,000,000

$15,000,000

$10,000,000

$5,000,000

$0

$40,000,000
$35,000,000
$30,000,000
$25,000,000
$20,000,000
$15,000,000
$10,000,000
$5,000,000

$0

*Total public funds for CTT corridors, independent of
whether CTT advocated for or received funds.
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The focus of 2011 will be supporting 
counties with adopted plans in building 
new trails, increasing the number of 
miles of Carolina Thread Trail, as well as
expanding connectivity throughout the
region. The organization will also continue to
support counties in the planning process and
raise additional capital.

Project goals include: 

• Build 15 miles of new trail

• Add 25 miles of newly-secured corridor

• Complete master planning in three
counties

• Empower communities to advance 
The Thread with our catalytic grants 
and volunteer engagement

• Attract $5 million in public capital and 
$5 million in private cash and land

• Continue to support communities through
outreach, education and technical services

• Expand our leadership group

Stay up-to-date on our successes by signing up
for our e-news at carolinathreadtrail.org.

The Thread was awarded a $58,000 grant by
Advantage Carolina to fund a volunteer-
training and trail construction project along
the Rocky River in Harrisburg, North
Carolina. The project will create a multi-use,
2.3-mile, natural surface trail, as well as
train 16 citizen volunteers in various natural
surface trail construction techniques. 

Volunteers selected through an application
process will be taught by a professional trail
educator, and participants will also learn
how to manage volunteer trail construction
teams. Graduates of the training program

will be empowered to lead trail construction
projects to advance The Thread in
communities throughout the region.

In addition to this trail building training,
The Thread will be hosting two volunteer
workdays in 2011:

• June 4 - National Trails Day

• September 24 - National Public Lands
Day

To sign up as a volunteer, contact Amanda 
at 704-376-2556 ext. 215.

ENGAGING VOLUNTEERS IN TRAIL BUILDING

THE THREAD GETS INTERACTIVE ONLINE
In the first quarter of 2011, the
Carolina Thread Trail will debut a
brand new website, as well as a social
media presence on YouTube and
Facebook. This is your opportunity to
visit us online, check out our new,
interactive map and post your
comments about a favorite trail or
what you saw on your weekend hike.
You can even share your photos and
video from the trail! We'll be using
these new, online venues to post

events, share news, debut new trails
and post photos and video from
throughout the region. 

Our new interactive presence online
would not be possible without the
tremendous work of Henry Fleming &
Company. Provided pro bono, their
team’s web development expertise
and social media savvy has been
invaluable to The Thread. 
We are extremely grateful!

2011 GOALS: GETTING ‘TRAIL ON THE GROUND’

Volunteers on the Pharr Yarns Preserve

Visit Us Online: YouTube.com/CarolinaThreadTrail
Facebook.com/CarolinaThreadTrail
CarolinaThreadTrail.org
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2010 VOLUNTEERS FOR THE THREAD

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS

COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS

Connect Gaston, Inc.
Friends of the Broad River

Greenway
Chester County Trails and

Greenways Alliance
Nation Ford Greenway
Kings Mountain Gateway Trail
Mount Holly Friends of the

Greenways (FROGS) 
Piedmont Area Singletrack

Alliance
…and our many local government

partners!

In addition, we’d like to thank the
local leaders who have served on
county steering committees
throughout the region.

LAND TRUST
PARTNERS

Catawba Lands Conservancy,
Lead Agency

Davidson Lands Conservancy
Foothills Conservancy
Katawba Valley Land Trust
Nation Ford Land Trust

Ed Adkins
Courtney Alexander
Tom Barcellona
Kevin Barker
Jimmy Benton
Jeremy Biddle
Ric Browning
Brian Cherry
Brittany Cherry
Chad Clark
Craig Clough
Lindsey Collins
Dan Cronin
Rachel Cronin
Jenna Daniels
Brian Dimmer
Dan Disarro
Dylan Disarro
Mike Dochery
Lauren Ferrdale
Harrison Fidler
Josh Firkins
Henry Fleming
Cori Floyd
Allison Gaskin
Dan Gore
Griffin Gore

Kayla Gossett
Dee Ham
Elizabeth Hamm
Phil Hardin
Scott Hastings
Ted Hoffman
Sylvia Holmes
Liz Horgan
Jonathan Ingle
William Isenhour
Emily Jenkins
Gloria Kellerhals
Mark Kelso
Nick Kendall
Ginger Kern
Fred Klumpp
Katelyn Kuehl
Scott Lail
Ryan Le
Lowe’s Home

Improvement 
Dharna Macedo
John Matjasko
Greg McCurry
Kathy McGhinnis
Karen McMillan
Kayla Milwood

Gary Mims
Thomas Mims
Meaghan O'Reilly
Scott Pagan
Mervil Paylor
Michelle Pearson
Justin Philbeck
Nancy Pierce
Haywood Rankin
Catherine Richards
Greg Richardson
Amy Saltmarsh
Candi Samples
Susan Shackleford
Gent Simmons
Jennifer Simmons
Colleen Sperati
Jennifer Sprouse
Tom Stanar
Nick Stewart
Josh Taylor
Vicki Taylor
Queen's University
Jon Vaughn
Marty Viser
Charlie Williams

The Conservancy and
The Thread are very grateful for
the continued support of
Governor Bev Perdue and the
NC Clean Water Management
Trust Fund trustees and staff.
Without their sustained
commitment to the
preservation of North
Carolina’s precious water
resources, we would not be
where we are today.

Philip A. Baddour, Jr. 
Harold A. Bass, Sr. 
Hon. Ronald R. Beane 
Dr. Yevonne Brannon 

Dr. Norman C. Camp III 
Karen Cragnolin 
John Crumpler 
John Garrou 
C.L. "Rance" Henderson 
Joseph M. Hester, Jr. (Joe) 
William E. Hollan, Jr. (Bill) 
Charles Johnson 
Kevin Markham 
Charles W. McGrady 
John McMillan 
Preston Pate 
Peter Rascoe 
Betty Chaffin Rash 
Aaron Thomas 
Stan Vaughan 
Jerry W. Wright 

The Thread thanks the many local partners, land trusts and steering committee members that have been instrumental in advancing our shared
regional vision for recreation and conservation in the past year. 

If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact Amanda at
704-376-2556 ext. 215 or amanda@carolinathreadtrail.org.

 


