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Philip Blumenthal

Dear friends,

[ am excited and honored to be
serving as chair of the Carolina
Thread Trail Governing Board.
Having been involved with the

project since inception, how

rewarding it has been to see The
Thread move from an idea to a
developing system of trails. That
successful evolution is thanks to
the leadership provided by my
predecessor, Ruth Shaw. I know I
speak for everyone involved with
this project in expressing
gratitude for Ruth's vision,
energy, leadership and ongoing
commitment to The Thread.

I am thrilled to provide this
report to our communities,
neighbors and friends about the
terrific progress The Thread has
made over the past year. With the
addition of Catawba, Cleveland,
Mecklenburg and Stanly
Counties, the project
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Goal

Private Cash & Land Donations

now encompasses nine
counties that have
officially adopted
countywide Carolina
Thread Trail master
plans, for a total of
1,000 planned trail
miles.

A major focus for The
Thread in 2010 was

Committed Public Capital Funding*

turning planned miles
into actual trails where

Actual

Program Expenses (CLC)  $637,363
Total - Contracted Services  $14,330
Total Operating Expenses ~ $651,693

Cash $4,653,158
Outstanding Pledges $5,593,193
Total Cash & Pledges

Endowment Fund

Total Assets

Operating Expenses and Fund Balances

2010 2011

Fund Balance 12/31/10

gggggggg _I:.-‘:n.'al “Coal people can walk, bike,
$30,000,000 | Codl hike and connect with
$25,000,000 nature. At the close of
gggggggg I AR — the year, we had a total
$10,000,000 i 55 150,000 of 67 miles of trail
$5,000,000 | FE48%280 open for residents and
S0 Local  State Faderal visitors in our region.
*Total public funds for CTT corridors, independent of In September and
whether CTT advocated for or received funds. October, eight
communities

throughout the area

Budget held Slgn unveihng
celebrations to
$770,079 officially “Mark The
$75,000 ”
Thread.
$845,079

As part of our effort to
support communities

in planning and
$10,246,351 building trails, The
$2,128,236 Thread has now
stoaraser | Awarded$1.568.000 in

catalytic grants to

communities throughout the
region. These grants are made
possible by the generosity of
private donors, to whom we are
deeply grateful. Our generous
supporters can be found on the
back of this report. In addition to
private capital, The Thread,
working with local communities,
has attracted substantial public
funding to support land
acquisition and trail
development.

Progress on the ground is also
made possible through the
generous donation of land. Asan
example, in April, the
Carstarphen family donated 95
acres of land in McAdenville,
North Carolina with 3 miles of
frontage on the South Fork
Catawba River. Known as the
Pharr Yarns Preserve, the site is
now home to the first volunteer-
constructed trail segment in The
Thread, which was dedicated in
early October.

We invite you to

THE CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL’S
2010 REPORT TO COMMUNITIES

The year ahead will be an exciting
time for opening even more
trails, involving a greater number
of volunteer trail builders,
sharing our photos and stories
from The Thread online and
moving the project forward in
communities across the region.
The momentum is great, but there
is much to do and we need your
support. Please feel free to
contact The Thread team with
your thoughts, questions, and
interests.

Most importantly, as the days
get longer, brighter and warmer,
we invite you to come out and
experience The Thread. We hope
to see you on the trail soon!

Sincerely,

Philip Blumenthal
Chair, Carolina Thread Trail

Governing Board

read through a

number of trail

Community Grants

highlights from Grant Recipient Amount
2010 on the
following pages. Iredell County $60,000
These highlights | Union County $60,000
are a preview of Catawba County $60,000
Lancaster County $60,000

what younow have
the opportunity
to experience
when exploring
The Thread.
Communities
have reported
overwhelming
interest in these
new trails, like the
Riverwalk Trail
in Rock Hill,
South Carolina,
which reported
more than 4,000
visitors weekly
in its first
month open.

Implementation Grants

City of Kannapolis - Irish Buffalo Creek $30,000
Chester County - Lowrys McConnells $100,000
Kings Mountain Gateway Trail $150,000
City of Kings Mountain - Potts Creek $16,600
City of Shelby - First Broad River $15,000
Nation Ford Greenway - Coulston/

Regent Park $40,000
Town of Cramerton - Goat Island $31,000
City of Belmont - Rail Trail $30,000
Bessemer City - Bessemer City Park $10,000
City of Lincolnton - Walkers Branch $9,200
Mecklenburg County - Toby Creek $100,000
Catawba Lands Conservancy - Long Creek $19,500
Catawba Lands Conservancy - Newcombe

Preserve $12,495

Total grants awarded in 2010 $803,795

Cumulative grants awarded  $1,568,002
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Gx9) CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL MAKES TRACKS FORWARD IN 2010

You can now enjoy more than 67 miles of Carolina Thread Trail throughout the region. Here are some of
the highlights from trails that became part of The Thread in 2010. For directions or more information
about each segment, visit carolinathreadtrail.org.

LITTLE SUGAR CREEK GREENWAY
Charlotte, NC

The expansion of the Little Sugar Creek Greenway,
now more than 3 miles in length, provides

KinGs MounTtaIN GATEWAY TRAIL
Kings Mountain, NC

connectivity between shopping and restaurants at
the uptown Metropolitan development. Carolinas
Medical Center, the amenities at Freedom Park

The Kings Mountain Gateway Trail will ultimately {sports fields and courts, a lake, amphitheater,
streteh up to 10 miles, connecting the City of Kings
Mountain to Crowders Mountain Stare Park, Kings

Mountain State Park, Kings Mountain National

playgrounds, outdoor shelters, and the Mahlon
Adams Pavilion), Charlotte Natare Museum, Park
Road Elementary School, and Park Road Shopping
Center, The level, paved trail is perfect for a variety
of family-friendly activities,

Military Park. the Overmountain Victory Trail and the
Appalachian Trail. The first phase of the trail was

designated as part of The Thread in May 2010 and

offers 1 to 2 miles of multi-use trail, as well as picnie

areas, restrooms, parking and handicap aceess,

OAKBORO DiSTRICT PARK TRAIL
Oakboro, NC

This half mile trail connects near the Town

PHARR YARNS PRESERVE
MeAdenville, NC

I'his valunteer-constructed natural

of Oakboro's Railroad Museum to the
District Park, linking the downtown area to

surface trail winds approximately 2 numerous recreation opportunities,

miles through the Pharr Yarns including a pond, ball fields. pienic areas
Preserve, a g5-acre praperty and an amphitheatre. This is an interesting
permanently protected by Catawba example of a trail following a working

Lands Conservancy, Enjoy scenic railway line.

views of the South Fork Catawba River,
or use the trailbead in MeAdenville as
a take-out point for paddling the river.

RivERWALK TRAIL BAXTER VILLAGE
Rock Hill, SC Fort Mill, SC

Opened in July 2e10. the Riverwalk Trail This trail system, part of
is a 2 mile asphalt trail offering scenie the Baxter Village mixed
views of the Catawba River. [t's the first use community, winds
project to be completed in the planned through the neighborhood
Riverwalk community in Boek Hill and

has attracted thousands of vizitors thar

for 5 miles and offers a
seenic overlook of the
Catawba River, The trail is

regularly enjoy strolling, running or
mostly a single-track

biking the trail. Keep an eye out for the
osprey and bhald eagles that nest along

the river. Trail amenities include

natural surface trail
suitable for mountain

; et it
restrooms at the parking area, benches, biking or foot traffic.

pet stations and bridges,




THE TRAIL AHEAD IN 2011

2011 GOALS: GETTING ‘TRAIL ON THE GROUND’

The focus of 2011 will be supporting

counties with adopted plans in building

new trails, increasing the number of

miles of Carolina Thread Trail, as well as

expanding connectivity throughout the

region. The organization will also continue to

Project goals include:

¢ Build 15 miles of new trail

* Add 25 miles of newly-secured corridor

counties

support counties in the planning process and

raise additional capital.

* Empower communities to advance
The Thread with our catalytic grants

and volunteer engagement

ENGAGING VOLUNTEERS IN TRAIL BUILDING

The Thread was awarded a $58,000 grant by
Advantage Carolina to fund a volunteer-
training and trail construction project along

the Rocky River in Harrisburg, North

Carolina. The project will create a multi-use,
2.3-mile, natural surface trail, as well as
train 16 citizen volunteers in various natural

surface trail construction techniques.

Volunteers selected through an application

projects to advance The Thread in

workdays in 2011:

¢ June 4, - National Trails Day

process will be taught by a professional trail Day

educator, and participants will also learn
how to manage volunteer trail construction
teams. Graduates of the training program

at 704,-376-2556 ext. 215.

THE THREAD GETS INTERACTIVE ONLINE

In the first quarter of 2011, the
Carolina Thread Trail will debut a
brand new website, as well as a social
media presence on YouTube and
Facebook. This is your opportunity to
visit us online, check out our new,
interactive map and post your
comments about a favorite trail or
what you saw on your weekend hike.
You can even share your photos and
video from the trail! We'll be using
these new, online venues to post

events, share news, debut new trails
and post photos and video from
throughout the region.

Our new interactive presence online
would not be possible without the
tremendous work of Henry Fleming &
Company. Provided pro bono, their
team’s web development expertise
and social media savvy has been
invaluable to The Thread.

We are extremely grateful!

Visit Us Online: YouTube.com/CarolinaThreadTrail
Facebook.com/CarolinaThreadTrail
CarolinaThreadTrail.org

 Complete master planning in three

will be empowered to lead trail construction

communities throughout the region.

In addition to this trail building training,
The Thread will be hosting two volunteer

* September 24, - National Public Lands

To sign up as a volunteer, contact Amanda

e Attract $5 million in public capital and
$= million in private cash and land

¢ Continue to support communities through
outreach, education and technical services

¢ Expand our leadership group

Stay up-to-date on our successes by signing up

for our e-news at carolinathreadtrail.org.

Volunteers on the Pharr Yarns Preserve




LEADERSHIP

GOVERNING BOARD

Philip Blumenthal, Chair
Bernard Ackerman
Crandall Bowles

Amy Brinkley

Robert Brinkley

Bill Carstarphen
Carol Carstarphen
Roger Dick

Anne Doss

Michael Mabry

Anna Spangler Nelson
Thomas Nelson

Sally Ormand

Alex Rankin

Stoney Sellars

DONORS

$1,000,000+

The Bank of America Foundation

C. D. Spangler Foundation

Clean Water Management Trust
Fund

Duke Energy

The Duke Energy Foundation

Foundation For The Carolinas

John S. & James L. Knight
Foundation

Turner Family Foundation

The Wachovia Wells Fargo
Foundation

$100,000 - $999,999
Advantage Carolina Foundation
Bill and Sharon Allen
Anonymous
Amy and Philip Blumenthal
Blumenthal Foundation
Amy and Robert Brinkley
Dickson Foundation, Inc.
Lowe's Charitable and
Educational Foundation
Piedmont Natural Gas
Foundation

Ruth G. and Colin S. Shaw

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous

Harry and Rebecca Dalton
Southwood Corporation
William and Nancy Stanback
James Whitton

Ruth Shaw
Carl Spangler
Thomas Webb
James Whitton

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Smoky Bissell
Frank Bragg, Jr.
Anne Springs Close
Jerry Cochrane
Michael Coltrane
Harry Dalton

Alan Dickson
Harvey Gantt
William Grigg
Duke Kimbrell

$10,000 - $49,999

Bernard N. Ackerman

Akers Foundation

Crandall Bowles

Peggy and Bob Culbertson

Anne and Herbert Doss

Lynne and John Ford

Julie and Howard Levine

Michael Mabry

Ben Rudisill

Stoney Sellars

W. Duke Kimbrell Family
Foundation

Women's Impact Fund

UPTO $10,000

All About the Pipes Plumbing,
Inc.

Anonymous

Anson Bank and Trust Co.

Bank of Stanly

Rob Bierregaard and Cathy Dolan

Jill Blumenthal

Geoff Brown

Cabarrus Bank and Trust
Company

Eric Caruthers

Elizabeth Cook

Shane Cooper

Rufus M. Dalton

Bruce and Debbie Darden

Glenn DeGeorge

Roger L. Dick

Jennifer Dillon

Todd Mansfield

James Martin

Jerry McGee

Martha Brownie Plaster
William Stanback
Michael Tarwater
James Woodward

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Jennifer Baptiste
Saxby Chaplin
Mary George
Erma Deen Hoyle
Mark Kincaid
Gloria Kellerhals
Jack Kiser

Michelle and Kelly Frenzel

Kristy Goelzer

C. Greenwald

Nancy Grimm

Dale F. Halton and Fred Wagner

Katherine L. Hardwick

Janie Hatchell

Hikers of Iredell Club

James Boyce Garland Memorial
Fund

Lori A. Jennings

Flaine Kirby

Ryan and Shannon Klar

Mabel Koo

Louise Laganiere

Kate Lee

Stacy Leff

Little

Daniel Love

Lowe's of Belmont & Gastonia

Sallie and Fred Lowrance

Allison Ludwig

Luquire George Andrews

Brian Malec

Robert Manross

Kathy McAllister

Phillip McMillan

Suzanne M. Merritt

Mimi Nichols

Sally and Lane Ormand

Palmetto Conservation
Foundation

Jagruti Patel

Pamela and Franklin Pendleton

Gwen Cook
Bill McCarter
Jeff Michael
Dan Mikkelson
Dave Pettine
Harold Shapiro
Ron Smith

Jeff Updike

Piedmont Patriots Chapter
NSDAR

Premier

Katherine Rabun

Sharon and Alex Rankin

REI

Michael and Heidi Rotberg

Terry Satterwhite

Marcia Simon

Gregory Sobieski

South Carolina Horseman's
Council

Mr. and Mrs. Carl M. Spangler, Jr.

C. Marie Spearman

Kim and Dale Stewart

William Stokes

Jerry Taylor

Joye Thomas

Town of Earl

Susan Tuttle

US Whitewater Center

Uwharrie Capital Corp.

Kristine Vaden

Walmart Distribution Center
6070

Linda K. Warner

Leslie Westmoreland



Ed Adkins Kayla Gossett Gary Mims

Courtney Alexander Dee Ham Thomas Mims

Tom Barcellona Elizabeth Hamm Meaghan O'Reilly

Kevin Barker Phil Hardin Scott Pagan

Jimmy Benton Scott Hastings Mervil Paylor

Jeremy Biddle Ted Hoffman Michelle Pearson

Ric Browning Sylvia Holmes Justin Philbeck

Brian Cherry Liz Horgan Nancy Pierce

Brittany Cherry Jonathan Ingle Haywood Rankin

Chad Clark William Isenhour Catherine Richards

Craig Clough Emily Jenkins Greg Richardson

Lindsey Collins Gloria Kellerhals Amy Saltmarsh

Dan Cronin Mark Kelso Candi Samples

Rachel Cronin Nick Kendall Susan Shackleford

Jenna Daniels Ginger Kern Gent Simmons

Brian Dimmer Fred Klumpp Jennifer Simmons

Dan Disarro Katelyn Kuehl Colleen Sperati

Dylan Disarro Scott Lail Jennifer Sprouse

Mike Dochery Ryan Le Tom Stanar

Lauren Ferrdale Lowe’s Home Nick Stewart B

Harrison Fidler Improvement Josh Taylor 27 A T -,4_ L

Josh Firkins Dharna Macedo Vicki Taylor o :“A?" s.,r{' £ bl £ :, .; Tk - R R o gt 2
Henry Fleming John Matjasko (Queen's University If you're interested in volunteering, please contact Amanda at
Cori Floyd Greg McCurry Jon Vaughn 704-376-2556 ext. 215 or amanda@carolinathreadtrail.org.
Allison Gaskin Kathy McGhinnis Marty Viser

Dan Gore Karen McMillan Charlie Williams

Griffin Gore Kayla Milwood

2010 VOLUNTEERS FOR THE THREAD

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS

The Thread thanks the many local partners, land trusts and steering committee members that have been instrumental in advancing our shared
regional vision for recreation and conservation in the past year.

COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS

Connect Gaston, Inc.

Friends of the Broad River
Greenway

Chester County Trails and
Greenways Alliance

Nation Ford Greenway

Kings Mountain Gateway Trail

Mount Holly Friends of the
Greenways (FROGS)

Piedmont Area Singletrack
Alliance

...and our many local government
partners!

In addition, we'd like to thank the
local leaders who have served on
county steering committees
throughout the region.

LAND TRUST
PARTNERS

Catawba Lands Conservancy,
Lead Agency

Davidson Lands Conservancy

Foothills Conservancy

Katawba Valley Land Trust

Nation Ford Land Trust

The Conservancy and

The Thread are very grateful for

the continued support of
Governor Bev Perdue and the
NC Clean Water Management
Trust Fund trustees and staff.
Without their sustained
commitment to the
preservation of North
Carolina’s precious water
resources, we would not be
where we are today.

Philip A. Baddour, Jr.
Harold A. Bass, Sr.
Hon. Ronald R. Beane
Dr. Yeyonne Brannon

Dr. Norman C. Camp IIT
Karen Cragnolin

John Crumpler

John Garrou

C.L. "Rance" Henderson
Joseph M. Hester, Jr. (Joe)
William E. Hollan, Jr. (Bill)
Charles Johnson

Keyin Markham

Charles W. McGrady
John McMillan

Preston Pate

Peter Rascoe

Betty Chaffin Rash
Aaron Thomas

Stan Vaughan

Jerry W. Wright



