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Jerry Stensland

Foothills Regional Commission — Safe Routes to Schools Coordinator, RPO Planner
Rutherford Outdoor Coalition — Co-founder and President

Karyl Fuller
Foothills Regional Commission - Economic and Community Development Director

Doug Barrick
Town of Rutherfordton - Manager




B N
THERMAL s

BELT: [

connecting great communities

{64}

25)
{64)
= 111)
2 125
135) '
253)

@ en Alpine Valdese ::I— ory i‘ﬁ it
e i 40 Hiide @ )2 = (70} 5

] T e = D errills 7
(e) T S enve
<
e 74) &z kYl Q,e N
ot &
B ee J82) r:) s e
e'liure £
(74 cenH & _' L & 2 SONESKIEIE Huntersville
226 © ) . - &
Ruthe i o 5 (16) 185,
8 Crre Elle 'E" (274) i @
- e (4} 2 H
L74) N it/ el L £ Besseme
(129) ; ' Be "
S En Cree (z21] 7 Charlotte
(150) 7 (229) @
i ,z:, / : 2 s 2 ':fp
o= R F £ A V l:> s @
s D = VA :
> (33) = o :
@ f— F ) : R B :

Google D T McConnells 324)
. (18 (322)
Map data 82021 Google  United States Terms Privacy Sendfeedback S5m

| ——




‘u“i/"_\‘*
Tllll.q“ql-'-— * 13.56 miles, 12-foot wide paved. Fully opened in Fall of 2019.
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el *  Connects five communities (Gilkey, Ruth, Rutherfordton, Spindale, Forest City)

e Constructed on old rail line at cost of $5.5 million
* Averaging 130,000 trips per year

* Trail website: www.ThermalBeltRailTrail.com

* Including the Purple Martin Greenway, Rutherford County has 15.5 miles of
paved trail at least 10-foot wide. One mile for every 4,387 people. Most per
capita of any county in the Carolinas?!?


http://www.thermalbeltrailtrail.com/
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L ast Year Total - All Sites

November 1, 2020 — October 31, 2021

Distribution by Site
3%
‘ T 45%

Weekends - Cyclists
4 1/01/2020 — 10/31/2021

Daily Average

309

Weekends - Pedestrians
# 11/01/2020 — 10/31/2021

Daily Average

167

@ Thermal Belt Rail Trail -Forest City (Mile 1) IN
® Thermal Belt Rail Trail-Mile 25 IN
© Thermal Belt Rail Trail-Spindale (Mile 7} IN

Weekdays - Cyclists
an/zozoy-s.mlgyVm

Daily Average

148

Weekdays - Pedestrians
% 11/01/2020 — 10/31/2021

Daily Average

137

Total-All Users

Total

123,837

Total

70,821

Pedestrians

Total

53,016

Weekends - All Users
£2 1/01/2020 — 10/31/2021

Daily Average

476

All Users

Daily Average

339

Cyclists

Daily Average

194

Pedestrians
Daily Average

145

Weekdays - All Users
£2 1/01/2020 — 10/31/2021

Daily Average

284

eco
e counter

Foothills Regional Commission
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TRAIL RULE

Vvelwme to cviince

Funding for the

to promote health and weliness ir

Thermal Belt Rail Trail was provided by RHI Legacy Fauhdation
N our community,
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In Loving Memory of
Loretta Goodwin Cook
8/18/1960 - 9/23/2020
Infectious laugh, warm smile and heart of gold,
her true spirit of life was something to behold
Always 50 thoughtful, loving and kind,
Abeautiful memory she has left behind
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1989 — Rutherford County and State of NC purchase corridor from Norfolk Southern. Corridor
transferred to non-profit Rutherford Railroad Development Corporation.

1999 — Multiple local entities receive grants for construction and legal costs to put gravel down over
the rails and crossties to create a trail.

2000 — Surface Transportation Board approves request to rail bank the corridor and allow ‘interim’ use
as a trail.

2001 — Trail is opened after gravel applied to 7.87-mile section from Gilkey to Spindale. Rails and
crossties remain under the gravel.

2001 — Lawsuit filed by some trail corridor neighbors primarily asking for compensation for their land
that was used for the railroad. Trail remains open.

2003 — District Court judge rules largely in favor of the trail, leaving one issue to go to the NC Supreme
Court.

2005 — NC Supreme Court rules in favor of the trail. Determines that the corridor is the equivalent of
fee simple ownership and thus can be used as the owner sees fit.

2001-2014 — Trail remained in gravel. Limited parking, almost no signage. Conditions deteriorated over
time. Was used by some, but underutilized and underappreciated.
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G0 fiec e roat oorruniies specifically mentioned the importance and potential of the rail trail.

2005 -

2006 —

2006 —

2010 -
2015 -
2015 -
2017 -
2017 -

2017 -
2018 -
2018 -
2019 -

Between 2005-2019 there were 12 studies or plans that included trail elements and

Rutherford County Heritage Plan
- Idea of a countywide trail system is included with a mention of the Forest City section of the rail trail
Rutherford County publishes Arts, Parks & Recreation Comprehensive Plan.
- Leads to creation of new county staff position
Town of Rutherfordton Land Use Plan
- includes a heritage trails network, connecting to the rail trail and creating the Purple Martin Greenway
Regional Trails Plan (Innovate: Trails) published by Isothermal Planning & Development
Rutherford County Comprehensive Transportation Plan
Forest City Pedestrian Plan. The number #1 priority project is to extend the rail trail into Forest City.
Thermal Belt Rail Trail Master Plan, funded by RHI Legacy Foundation
Rutherford County Tourism creates master plan called Rutherford Bound — Mountains to Main Streets
- Plan is heavily focused on outdoor recreation and trails.
Rutherfordton Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
Rutherford County Parks & Recreation Master Plan
Isothermal Regional Bicycle Plan
Spindale Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
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Champions and small victories...

* A few persistent people can make all the difference...
 Keep at it, continue to plan and dream

* 1In 2014, the county paved a 1.8 mile section to six feet wide. Paved over the rails! Use on that
short section skyrocketed. Funded by 2012 RTP grant with a private foundation providing the
match.

* Laterin 2014, ROC partnered with the newly formed RHI Legacy Foundation and raised $125,000
from a single golf event to extend the pavement and improve the rest of the TBRT.

* 1In 2015, the Town of Rutherfordton built the first one-third of a mile of the Purple Martin
Greenway. Section had no formal parking and went to a dead end, but highlighted a beautiful and
unknown part of Cleghorn Creek. Use was substantial and solidified Town Council support for
more.

* 1In 2016, the big shift happened...
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Friday, March 25, 2016 « $1.00 « Serving Rutherford County « www.thedigitalcourier.com « Local Matters

Rails-to-Trails could extend 13.5 miles

Forest City

enters agreement

The official trans- “This is an exqtmg Railway for its corridor

action with Thermal
Belt Railway releases

opportunity for the

rights. The lease termi
nates if rail use of the

its lease rights on the Town of Forest (ity corridor is reactivated,
corridor between Alex- and Rutherford said City Manager John

This portion
of the railway
near the Flor-
ence Mill proj-
ectand the

Wlth raﬂway ander Mills and Gilkey County.” Condrey. Rutherford
for $250,000 and Ruth- “This is an excit- County Farm-
BYJEAN GORDON erford Railroad Devel- — John Condrey ing opportunity for the ers Market

JGORDON@THEDIGITALCOURIER.COM

FOREST CITY — The popular
Rails-to-Trails corridor that begins
in Spindale and continues to Gilkey
could be extended after the Town
of Forest City and the Thermal Belt
Railway entered into a lease agree-
ment on Thursday morning with the
railway company.

opment Corporation

(RRDC) enters into the

lease for the portion of the corridor
from Alexander Mills to Oakland
Road.

The rent for the lease is a one-
time payment by the Town of
$250,000 to RRDC who utilized
those funds to pay Thermal Belt

citymanager Town of Forest City
and Rutherford Coun-

ty,” said Condrey. “I envision a few
years from now people can get on
the frail from Forrest Hunt School
to Gilkey to walk or ride their bikes
anywhere from one mile or 13 miles.

SEE TRAILS/PAGEA10

could be
developed as
a part of the
13.5 mile
Rails-to-Trails.

| Jean Gordon/

Daily Courier
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MORTH CAROLINA,

. Rutherfordton

X north carolina’s
RUTHERFORD COUNTY

Tom\

RUTH

— ESTABLISHED IN 1893 —
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FOUNMBATION

Rail trail gets
$4.2 million
boost from
RHI Legacy
Foundation

FROM STAFF REPORTS

FOREST CITY — The Ther-
mal Belt Rail Trail is moving
forward and should become a
reality in late 2018 as a result of
action taken by the RHI Legacy
Foundation Board of Trustees
at its meeting on Monday.

The RHI Legacy Founda-
tion Board voted to fund con-
struction of the 12-foot wide,
13.36-mile asphalt trail that will
connect communities across
the county from Forrest Hunt
School to Gilkey. The grant also
includes funding for up to six
potential trailheads to provide
parking and other amenities at
access points for the trail. The
grant request was approved for
$4,250,000.

SEE TRAIL/PAGE A5
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FROMTHE FRONT PAGE

Dr. Bobby Eng-
land, chairman of RHI
Legacy Foundation
stated, “The construc-
tion of this trail rep-
resents a transforma-
tional project for the
county that combines
health and wellness,
economic development
and neighborhood
improvement. Due to
this project’s impor-
tance, we prioritized
it outside of the Foun-
dation’s normal grant
cycle.”

In 2016, the Town
of Forest City received
a $149,000 grant from
RHI Legacy Founda-
tion to survey and
engineer the trail. For-
est City applied on
behalf of Rutherford
County, Ruth, Ruth-
erfordton, Spindale
as well as itself. In
addition, Forest City
received an Appala-
chian Regional Com-
mission grant for trail-
head design and mas-
ter planning. McGill
and Associates and
David Odom Engineer-
ing are providing the
trail design and engi-
neering. Keith Webb
from McGill and David
Odom made the pre-
sentation to the RHI
Foundation Board.

Keith Webb said,
“David and I have both
worked in the county
over 20 years. By far,
this project reflects
the highest level of
intergovernmental
cooperation and com-
mon purpose that we

have ever seen.”

The RHI Legacy
Foundation’s grant will
provide the funds to
pave the trail, but the
amenities along the
trail will be each local
governments’ respon-
sibility. As an exam-
ple, the Forest City
recently applied for a
state PARTF grant that
would provide fitness
equipment, a picnic
facility, and other rec-
reational opportunities.

The engineering for
the entire 13.36-mile
trail will be complete
by August 1. After
August 1, the McGill
and Odom firms
will focus on road
encroachment agree-
ments with NCDOT,
an overpass agree-
ment with CSX and
erosion control plans
for the entire corridor.
The construction proj
ect will be put out for
bid by November with
bids awarded by Janu-
ary 2018. Construction
could start by March
with an anticipated
nine-month construc-
tion schedule. Assum-
ing the proposed
schedule is met the

Contributed photo
A portion of the railroad that will become part of the
expanded 13-mile Thermal Belt Rail Trail is shown.

trail would be complete
by the end of 2018.

RHI Legacy Founda-
tion is a grant making
organization that has a
broad mission to make
Rutherford County
healthier. The Founda-
tion invests in projects
that address healthy
eating and active living
because of the impact
of healthier lifestyle
choices on decreasing
the incidence of disease.

Jill Miracle, RHI Leg-
acy Foundation’s Com-
munity Impact Direc-
tor explained, “Trail
development is a prior-
ity for us because free
and convenient access
for individuals and fami-
lies to be outdoors will
make an impact on how
healthy Rutherford
County residents can
be. We look forward
to the day when local
adults practice healthy
behaviors and pass
those habits down to
the next generations.
Trail development
and recreation is a big
piece of our active liv-
ing strategy, and we
are pleased to be a part
of this important Rail
Trail project.”

FROMTHEF
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The annexation of the prop- ing,” Foundation direci
erty will run in a narrow Russell Wicker said. “TI
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“David (Odom) and | have both
worked in the county over 20
years. By far, this project reflects
the highest level of
intergovernmental cooperation
and common purpose that we
have ever seen.”

--- Keith Webb, McGill

combines health and
wellness, economic
development and

Due to this project's
normal grant cycle.”

-- Dr. Bobby
England,

"The construction of this trail
represents a transformational
project for the county that

neighborhood improvement.

importance, we prioritized it
outside of the Foundation's

Chairman of RHI
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Trail Partners — Key Accomplishments

Each entity signed a 99-year lease for their section of trail
Developed and passed uniform ordinance for trail regulations

Each entity agrees to maintain their section of trail. Partners
communicate regularly and will share equipment and resources.

Cultivated support with elected officials, support for trails
across all elected bodies is broad

Maintain trail website and social media presence through a
contractor

Reconstituted Rutherford Railroad Development Corporation
(RRDC)
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A RUTHERFORD BOUND PROJECT
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[/ Q * Even a small amount of new trail can trigger significant change

connecting great communities

* Bring your lawyer

* Foster intergovernmental cooperation
e Celebrate wins

* Elected officials buy-in

* Find champions

e Continue to plan and dream

* Number one question: Where’s the bathroom
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Up next...

$200,000 investment by Tourism in trail enhancements
Crossing improvements at 9 DOT managed intersections

S$75,000 DOT grant to study connecting schools to the trail
system. Ten (10) schools within a mile of a TBRT or PMG
NOow.

Feasibility study completed on connecting TBRT to Peavine
Trail in Marion (18 miles). Rail corridor may have reverted
to original property owners.

Bostic Spur? (3 miles) — currently unused rail corridor,
same ownership at TBRT. Currently leased to railroad
operator.



