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Today’s Presentation:

• Overview of the ECG

• Specifics on the ECG in NC

• State Trail designation process

• Lessons Learned

• Q & A
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The East Coast 
Greenway is a walking 
and biking route 
stretching 3,000 miles 
from Maine to Florida.
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We connect urban and rural, north and south, along 
the most populated corridor of the United States.



greenway.org

In 2020, we 
reached 35% 

traffic-protected 
trail, more than 

1,000 miles.
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The East Coast 
Greenway is more 

than a trail.
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It’s 
transportation.
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It’s a gym, free 
and open to all.
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It’s a 
community 

center.
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It’s a tourism 
attraction, 

good for local 
business.
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It’s a tourism 
attraction

It’s a park, 
encouraging 

environmental 
stewardship.
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East Coast Greenway by the numbers:
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The Triangle Region is the most complete metro area along 
the entire East Coast Greenway.
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What are State Trails?
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• Trails of statewide significance, offering regional 
connectivity & public access

•Multiple, connected sections: each section sponsored by 
government agency, nonprofit, or private landowner

•NC Trails program responsible for overall corridor 
planning and coordination 
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Why ECGA Pursued State Trail Status:
•ECG 30% complete in NC, 70% left to complete

•Makes ECG eligible for a wider variety of funding mechanisms (for 
planning & construction)

•Recognition via:
•NC Department of Natural & Cultural Resources
•NC State Parks
•NC General Assembly

•Technical assistance from NC State Parks

•A plus for many grant applications for trail funding
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Step 0: Coordination with NC DNCR & State Parks



greenway.org

Step 1: Spreading the Word About the ECG
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Step 1.5: Coordination with Advocacy Partners
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Securing Legislative Sponsors
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Step 2: Identifying Champions and 
Securing Legislative Sponsors
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Step 3: Drafting House Bill 130
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Step 4: Building Support for HB130
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Step 5: HB130 Passing the NC House & Senate
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Last Step: Governor’s Signature



greenway.org

Recap of Lessons Learned:

• Iterative process, not a task on a to-do list

• Relationship building, not cold-calling

• Importance of partnerships

• Timing of legislative process

• Know your audience
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Sarah Sanford
VA & NC Manager

East Coast Greenway Alliance
sarah@greenway.org

Thank You!


