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Collaboration
Generations/Eras: Then & Now – History Benefits
• Enhancing Cultural Awareness / Identity
• Creating Value / Generating Economic Activity
• Improving Health through Recreation / Active Living

Partnerships
• Planning & Design 
• Funding
• Implementation
• Trail Routing/Corridors
• Historical Interpretation



Collaboration
Looking into the Future while Remembering the Past:
• Cherokee Co CTT MP (Sept 2012)
• OVNHT Master Plans (2018)
• Rowan County Communities CTT MP (Oct 2014)
• NCASLA Design Charette (April 2014)
• Yadkin River Trail Plan
• High Point Regional Bike Plan



Background
Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail

• Commemorates campaign of 2,000 horse-mounted patriot 
militia men (some from “over-the mountains”) to Battle of Kings 
Mountain in 1780



Background
Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail

• Northern Terminus: 
Abingdon, VA

• Eastern Terminus: Elkin, NC
• Branches meet: Morganton, 

NC
• Passes through Cowpens 

National Battlefield
• Terminates at Kings 

Mountain National Military 
Park

• Covers 300+ miles through 
four states

Lake Whelchel



Background
Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail

• First National Historic 
Trail in eastern US

• 70 miles of publicly 
accessible trail currently 
on the ground

• Trail broken into 10 
planning phases

• Chesnee to Kings Mountain National Military Park: 38 miles



OVNHT
Chesnee to Kings Mountain NMP Planning



OVNHT
Chesnee to Kings Mountain NMP Planning



Partnerships

• U.S. National Park Service
• Carolina Thread Trail
• Gaffney Board of Public Works
• Overmountain Victory Trail 

Association
• Cherokee County Chamber of 

Commerce
• Cherokee County Recreation 

District
• Gaffney Downtown Business 

Association
• Appalachian Council of 

Governments
• Hess America

• City of Gaffney
• Town of Blacksburg
• Ten at the Top
• Eat Smart, Move More
• Limestone College



Carolina Thread Trail



OVNHT
Lake Whelchel Trail

• Cherokee County, SC (only county in US with 3 National Parks!)



OVNHT
Lake Whelchel Trail



Gaffney Board of Public Works

• Own Lake Whelchel
and land around it

• Public water 
supply for 
Gaffney, SC

• Created 
opportunity for 
trail project



Lake Whelchel Trail 
Overview



Lake Whelchel Trail
Construction: September 2018 - June2019



Lake Whelchel Trail
Construction September 2018 – June 2019



Lake Whelchel Trail Opening
June 29, 2019



Lake Whelchel Trail Opening
June 29, 2019



Lake Whelchel Trail 
Nature, Recreation & History



Lake Whelchel Trail 
Nature, Recreation & History



Lake Whelchel Trail
Nature, Recreation & History



Lake Whelchel Trail & OVNHT
Future plans

• Intercept Survey: capture user data

• Connections:
• Chesnee – Cowpens Battlefield
• Cowpens Battlefield – Furnace Mill Dam
• Furnace Mill Dam – Lake Whelchel
• Lake Whelchel – Broad River
• Broad River – Kings Mountain



Historical Trails
Creating Historically Themed Trails 
Through Unique Collaboration

Yadkin River Trail



Yadkin River Trail

Yadkin River Trail

Charlotte

Raleigh



Wil-cox Bridge

Yadkin River Trail

Salisbury, NC

Spencer, NC

Yadkin River

Yadkin River Trail Head



Historical People and Events



Historical People – Native Americans
Native Americans lived, traveled, and traded in this 
location over 10,000 years ago. These trading paths 
crossed the river at this very point.



1670 – Europeans traded with Indians and created a trade route that stretched 
from Fort Henry, VA to Charlotte, NC

1740s – Great (Philadelphia) Wagon Road

1755 – Town of Salisbury and other settlements were formed nearby.

Historical Events – Trading Ford



Historical People - Daniel Boone
Legend has it that in 1750, Squire Boone brought his family to 
the Yadkin River Valley area from Pennsylvania.

16-year old Daniel Boone and his family spent their first year in 
Boone’s cave, solidifying a sense of adventure for one of our 
great American frontiersman.

 

 
Davidson County – Boone’s Cave Park Master Plan              Page 7 

Existing Park Site Development Elements 
MAP 9 – Existing Park Site Development Elements locates the site‟s significant existing development features, 

including entrance gates, entrance drive, gravel parking, trails, picnic shelter, ranger‟s cabin, historic cabin, 

campground, and paddle access site. 

MAP 9 – Existing Park Site Development Elements 
 



Historical Events – Revolutionary War
February 2-3, 1781



Historical People – Presidential Tour
George Washington wanted to make official presidential 
visits to all US States during his presidency. In 1791, he 
crossed at this location on his southern tour to Salem.



Taking place in 1865, Stoneman’s raid was 
one of the final battles of the Civil War. 

Historical Events – General Stoneman’s Raid



Historical Events – General Stoneman’s Raid



Historical Events – General Stoneman’s Raid



Historical Events – Southern Railway
On August 18, 1896 the Southern Railway 
Train Station in Spencer, NC opened for 
business.

Train crossing Yadkin River in 1865.



Historical Events - Wil-Cox Bridge
1922 – 1924: Construction
1924: Bridge Opening



Historical Events - Wil-Cox Bridge
2014: NCDOT Donates Bridge to Davidson County 



PRESENT DAY
The Ford has been a major hub of roads for over 400 years. These 
roads were crucial for the settlement of Northeastern Piedmont in 
North Carolina, as well as the entire Southeast.



Yadkin River 
Trail Head

Yadkin River Trail

Fort York Yadkin River 
Trail Head

Yadkin River Trail

Carolina Thread Trail Master Plan for Rowan County.

Fort York



Yadkin River Trail

Fort York

Yadkin 
River Trail

Yadkin River Trail Head



• Covers 9 counties and 130 Miles of Blueway

• Numerous Scenic and Historic Sites

• Connects to the CTT

• Connects to the Piedmont Legacy Trail

• Connects to Yadkin River Trailhead and Park 

via the York Hill Access Area

Yadkin River Trail

Yadkin 
River 
TrailheadFort York

Daniel Boone 
Heritage Trail



High Point Regional Bike Plan

Yadkin River Trail and Park
Fort York



• Connects the Yadkin 
River Park and 
bike/ped bridge to the 
developing I-85 
business park

• Major regional 
destination with 
future connectivity to 
Spencer and Salisbury 
and eventually to 
Lexington

Davidson County Business Park Greenway

• Connects Yadkin River Park and 

Bike/Ped Bridge to I-85 Business Park

• Major Regional Destinations

• Future Connectivity to Spencer, 

Salisbury, and Eventually Lexington

• One mile South of Site

• 700,000 SF Chewy, on-line Pet Product 

Retailer Locating Facility Nearby

• Bringing 1200 jobs to Rowan County

• Budweiser Distillation Facility Nearby



Yadkin River Park and Trail – Planning Process

NCASLA design Charrette in 2014.



Yadkin River Park and Trail – Planning and Design 

Fall 2016 – Spring 2017



Yadkin River Park and Trail – Planning and Design 



Yadkin River Park – Fort York Masterplanning

Proposed 
Visitor 
Center



Yadkin River Park and Trail
Ground Breaking: July 30,2018
Construction: August 2018 – May 2019



Yadkin River Park and Trail
Construction: August 2018 – May 2019



Yadkin River Park and Trail – Grand Opening
June 21, 2019



Before After

Yadkin River Park and Trail – Entrance Plaza



Yadkin River Park and Trail – Educational



Nature Focused Design
Before After



Nature Focused Design



Nature Focused Design



Partnerships



Final Result
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THANK 
YOU!

Questions? Comments?
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