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How are rural communities changing?

• They are neither as isolated nor as homogenous as 
they once were.

• Persistent poverty, un(der)-employment
• Amenity-based Rapid growth
• Rural and remote
• Rapid Growth Exurban



Key Challenges experienced 
in GF

• Timeline and expectation management
• Diverse stakeholder interests in three parallel projects
• The multiple hats of Glinda Coleman
• Community capacity building
• Tourism education
• Transitioning to tourism and recreation economies in a 

post-industrial landscape
• Re-visioning the use of natural resources and 

socialization of activities
• Delaying any development for the right development
• Funding for marketing vs. product development
• Rural tourism product on the periphery of county and 

regional marketing efforts (e.g., SCATR regions)



Evidence to Inform

• Intercept survey data at festivals
• LilyFest (N = 74)
• Flopeye Fish Festival – Resident (N = 158)
• Flopeye Fish Festival – Visitor ( N = 96)

• FAM tour
• Consumer focus group with paddlers
• Analysis of secondary reports
• Observations



For each of the scenarios of activities and attractions below, please rate how likely it 
would be that, if available, you would visit Chester County take part. 



For each of the scenarios of activities and attractions below, please rate 
how likely it would be that, if available, you would visit Great Falls to take 
part. 



How likely would you or the members of your household be to 
visit the following types of attractions in Great Falls? 



Have you (GF resident) visited the Carolina 
Thread Trail in the last three years? 



Thanks!
Clemson University

Great Falls Hometown Association



Take-aways

• Complexity
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