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Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2007

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Carolina Thread Trail awards first planning grants

Charlotte, NC – The Governing Board of The Carolina Thread Trail has voted unanimously to award grants of $50,000 each to Gaston and York counties for the development of master greenway plans.  The grants – the first awarded since the Carolina Thread Trail launch on November 9, 2007 – are designed to facilitate the planning process by bringing interested parties and neighboring jurisdictions together.

“We are thrilled to be able to initiate the planning process in these two counties so quickly,” said Dave Cable, Executive Director of The Carolina Thread Trail and Catawba Lands Conservancy.  “Both communities already have tremendous interest and energy in greenway development, and will use these grants to build on that excitement.”

Gaston County’s grant will be administered by Gaston Together: Communities of Excellence on behalf of Gaston 2012, a non-profit organization focused on entrepreneurship, workforce development and economic development.  York County will facilitate its grant through the county planning staff and has signed a resolution of support for The Carolina Thread Trail project. 

The Carolina Thread Trail grants will support the continued focus on public participation in the design of local greenways, with intentional connection to neighboring counties.  The $100,000 private investment is also designed to provide opportunities to leverage those investments by attracting state and federal dollars available for greenway planning and design.

The Carolina Thread Trail is a 15-county, two-state greenway network that will be designed and created locally through grants funded by private contributions.  The Trust for Public Land will provide technical assistance to communities throughout the planning and design process.  Catawba Lands Conservancy is the lead agency for the project.

Visit www.carolinathreadtrail.org
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