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Imagine nearly a mile of boardwalk along 
the Rocky River, greenways that connect 
Concord and Kannapolis and walking 
paths near Concord Mills. 
That's the promise a series of trails 
included in the massive Carolina Thread 
Trail initiative and greenways planned by 
Cabarrus County municipalities will bring 
to the area, planners told Concord City 
Council last week. 
Greenways Inc., which is helping to 
design and plan local projects, including 
the 4.1-mile Rocky River Greenway, 
recently began presenting the plans to 
local city governments. 
The cities are being asked to approve the current report 
so the planning can continue in the same direction. 
The Carolina Thread Trail is a regional network that will 
link more than 2 million people via hundreds of miles of trails through 15 counties. 
About 42.2 miles of the Carolina Thread Trail are located in Concord. They include about 21 
miles in the Rocky River Corridor, about 19 miles along Irish Buffalo Creek and about 2 
miles along Cabarrus Avenue. 
The Rocky River Greenway, which is a city project, will be part of the Carolina Thread Trail. 
The proposed greenway is located on Weddington Road just east of Concord Mills and 
Lowe's Motor Speedway in southwest Concord. The greenway has the potential to connect 
the Rocky River area to the speedway, Rocky River Golf Club and Concord Convention 
Center. 
Recent public meetings have narrowed the options for that greenway to a 4.1-mile path that 
crosses the Rocky River five times. It also will include two trail underpasses and 0.92 miles 
of boardwalk. 
"It is a very beautiful and natural environment," said Brittain Mylacraine, planner and 
designer with Greenways Inc. "We see a lot of opportunities for boardwalks." 
Residents who participated in the meetings reviewed three possible plans for the Rocky 
River Greenway. They favored the user-friendly plan, which offers multiple trail loops and 
gives walkers, cyclists and runners the best access to local attractions. The other concepts 
consisted of a plan which kept all trails close to the water for the nature enthusiast and a 
plan which had fewer loops and would not cross the river as often as the other two plans. 
While the plans continue to move forward, funding is the next question, said City Manager 
Brian Hiatt. 
The Rocky River Greenway will cost about $1 million per mile to develop, according to the 
Concord Parks and Recreation Department. 

An aerial map of the Carolina Thread 
Trail that would link Concord and 
Kannapolis to other cities in the area. 
 



"The final trail alignments have not been adopted and at this point there is no funding, but 
there is the possibility of some funding that could be available from the Carolina Thread 
Trail," Hiatt said. 
The most recent stretch of greenway completed by the City of Concord was the Harold B. 
McEachern Greenway Connector, a 0.52-mile stretch that opened to the public on June 29. 
The McEachern Greenway starts at the lower parking lot of Les Myers Park and extends to 
the traffic light at Branchview Drive and Lawndale Avenue. From there, it runs along the 
creek for about 5,000 feet to the intersection of Branchview Drive and Corban Avenue. The 
path crosses under Corban Avenue using a pedestrian tunnel and accesses McGee Park, a 
14-acre park. The greenway has already become a popular walking, cycling and running 
path for many residents. 
The Village Greenway trail, which opened in August 2007, starts on Spring Street N.W., 
near the Boys & Girls Club of Cabarrus County. The trail travels down Elm Avenue, turns left 
at Alexander Street, and then right at Academy Avenue. The greenway runs past the 
Academy Recreation Center and Webb Field, crosses a bridge and runs alongside Webb and 
McAllister fields. The greenway trail then crosses Crowell Drive and follows Locke Mill Creek 
to Kerr Street. 
The Irish Buffalo Creek Greenway will run in a southeasterly direction, connecting 
Kannapolis with N.C. 73 and Concord Parkway. This greenway will be adjacent to downtown 
Concord, Marvin Caldwell Park and developments in the N.C. 49 area. 
The Coddle Creek Greenway will extend from the Afton Village area, through James Dorton 
Park, Cannon School, and several neighborhoods to U.S. 29, eventually passing near Frank 
Liske Park on its way south. 
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